
 

 
  
June 10, 2013 
 
Honorable Gregg Harper 
United States House of Representatives 
307 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressmen Gregg Harper: 
 
On behalf of the National Down Syndrome Society (NDSS), I am pleased to offer this letter of support for your legislation 
H.R. 2019, the Kids First Research Act.  This legislation will expand pediatric research at the National Institutes of Health 
by prioritizing resources for research for children with Down syndrome which are currently underrepresented in the NIH 
budget process. 
 
NDSS supports over 400,000 Americans with Down syndrome along with their families, friends, teachers, coworkers and 
others who make people with Down syndrome a priority.  Our mission is to be the national advocate for the value, 
acceptance and inclusion of people with Down syndrome.   
 
The re-directing of federal dollars that are currently spent on presidential campaigns and party conventions will expand 
pediatric research at NIH through the NIH Common Fund.  This funding will be used for research that is critical to 
improve the quality of life for individuals with Down syndrome other pediatric conditions. 

 

NDSS is the largest nonprofit dedicated to advocating for people with Down syndrome and their families at the federal, 
state and local levels of government.  At NDSS, we envision a world in which all people with Down syndrome have the 
opportunity to enhance their quality of life, realize their life aspirations, and become valued members of welcoming 
communities. Your legislation aligns directly with our mission, and we are proud to support your efforts.  
 
Our organization applauds your work on behalf of people with Down syndrome and other pediatric conditions, and looks 
forward to working with you.  On behalf of all individuals and families from the Down syndrome community, I thank you 
for your leadership on this legislation and offer our enthusiastic endorsement. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sara Hart Weir 
Vice President, Advocacy & Affiliate Relations 
National Down Syndrome Society 
666 Broadway  
New York, New York 10012 
Phone: 202.680.8867 
sweir@ndss.org 
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